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The Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Sunday, September 6, 2026
9 a.m. Divine Service
10:30 a.m. Sunday School and Bible Class

Rev. Jonah J. A. Schultz, Pastor
Deaconess Linda Strubbe | Principal Joy Reitsma | Music Director Bruce Engebrecht

salemjax.net |  salemjaxschool.net  | 217-243-3419

Proper 18a – The Time of the Church
Matthew 18:4 – “Whoever humbles himself like this child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven.” What does it mean to have childlike faith? Certainly Jesus does not want us to have a faith that is childish — we are not called to ignorance or silliness. Rather, we are called to trust the way a child trusts: with complete confidence in the Father. We show that confidence in our lives when we follow His directives for our life. Father knows best, so we’ll take His advice!

A Note for guests on the Lord’s Supper
In the Divine Service, we eat and drink the body and blood of Jesus, given and shed for the forgiveness of sins, salvation from death and hell, and life everlasting. This meal is much more than a symbol or expression of faith. It’s the substantial Son of God giving Himself—His own body and blood—to His people. With deep thankfulness for Jesus Christ’s gifts to us here at Salem, we desire to celebrate the Holy Communion according to our heavenly Father’s Will. Because this includes oneness in the faith we confess (doctrine), guests who desire to commune and confess Christ’s Truth with us are asked to speak with Pastor before the service. 

From Augsburg Confession – Article XIV – Order in the Church

Our churches teach that no one should publicly teach in the Church, or administer the Sacraments, without a rightly ordered call. [Rite Vocatus]

From Apology – Article XIV – Order in the Church
The adversaries accept the article, but on the condition that we use canonical ordination. About this subject we have often testified in this assembly that it is our greatest desire to keep Church orders and ranks, even though they have been made by human authority… [25] But the bishops either urge our priests to reject and condemn the doctrine we have confessed or, by a new and unheard-of cruelty, they put the poor innocent men to death… [27] We know that the Church is among those who teach God’s Word rightly and administer the Sacraments rightly. The Church it is not with those who try hard to wipe out God’s Word by their orders and also put to death those who teach what is right and true... [28] Furthermore, we want to declare again that we will gladly keep Church and canonical government, so long as the bishops stop attacking our churches. Our request will acquit us, both before God and among all nations forever, from the charge that we have undermined the authority of the bishops. People will acquit us when they read and hear that, although protesting against the unrighteous cruelty of the bishops, we could not obtain justice.
Read more at bookofconcord.cph.org/
Hymn of Invocation: 864 Shepherd of Tender Youth

Introit	Psalm 92:1–4; antiphon: v. 5
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P	How great are your works,  | O Lord!*
	Your thoughts are  | very deep!
C	It is good to give thanks  | to the Lord,*
	to sing praises to your name,  | O Most High;
P	to declare your steadfast love in the  | morning,*
	and your faithful- | ness by night,
C	to the music of the lute  | and the harp,*
	to the melody  | of the lyre.
P	For you, O Lord, have made me glad  | by your work;*
	at the works of your hands I  | sing for joy.
C	Glory be to the Father and  | to the Son*
	and to the Holy  | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning,*
	is now, and will be forever.  | Amen.
P	How great are your works,  | O Lord!*
	Your thoughts are  | very deep!

Collect of the Day
O God, from whom all good proceeds, grant to us, Your humble servants, Your holy inspiration, that we may set our minds on the things that are right and, by Your merciful guiding, accomplish them; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Old Testament Reading	Ezekiel 33:7–9
	7“So you, son of man, I have made a watchman for the house of Israel. Whenever you hear a word from my mouth, you shall give them warning from me. 8If I say to the wicked, O wicked one, you shall surely die, and you do not speak to warn the wicked to turn from his way, that wicked person shall die in his iniquity, but his blood I will require at your hand. 9But if you warn the wicked to turn from his way, and he does not turn from his way, that person shall die in his iniquity, but you will have delivered your soul.”
 
Gradual	Psalm 34:9, 19, alt.
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C	Fear the Lord, | you his saints,*
	for those who fear him lack | nothing!
Many are the afflictions of the | righteous,*
	but the Lord delivers him out | of them all.

Epistle	Romans 13:1–10
	1Let every person be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no authority except from God, and those that exist have been instituted by God. 2Therefore whoever resists the authorities resists what God has appointed, and those who resist will incur judgment. 3For rulers are not a terror to good conduct, but to bad. Would you have no fear of the one who is in authority? Then do what is good, and you will receive his approval, 4for he is God’s servant for your good. But if you do wrong, be afraid, for he does not bear the sword in vain. For he is the servant of God, an avenger who carries out God’s wrath on the wrongdoer. 5Therefore one must be in subjection, not only to avoid God’s wrath but also for the sake of conscience. 6For the same reason you also pay taxes, for the authorities are ministers of God, attending to this very thing. 7Pay to all what is owed to them: taxes to whom taxes are owed, revenue to whom revenue is owed, respect to whom respect is owed, honor to whom honor is owed.
	8Owe no one anything, except to love each other, for the one who loves another has fulfilled
the law. 9The commandments, “You shall not commit adultery, You shall not murder, You shall not steal, You shall not covet,” and any other commandment, are summed up in this word: “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 10Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore love is the fulfilling of the law.

Holy Gospel	Matthew 18:1–20
	1At that time the disciples came to Jesus, saying, “Who is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven?” 2And calling to him a child, he put him in the midst of them 3and said, “Truly, I say to you, unless you turn and become like children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. 4Whoever humbles himself like this child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven.
	5“Whoever receives one such child in my name receives me, 6but whoever causes one of these little ones who believe in me to sin, it would be better for him to have a great millstone fastened around his neck and to be drowned in the depth of the sea.
	7“Woe to the world for temptations to sin! For it is necessary that temptations come, but woe to the one by whom the temptation comes! 8And if your hand or your foot causes you to sin, cut it off and throw it away. It is better for you to enter life crippled or lame than with two hands or two feet to be thrown into the eternal fire. 9And if your eye causes you to sin, tear it out and throw it away. It is better for you to enter life with one eye than with two eyes to be thrown into the hell of fire.
	10“See that you do not despise one of these little ones. For I tell you that in heaven their angels always see the face of my Father who is in heaven. 11For the Son of Man came to save the lost. 12What do you think? If a man has a hundred sheep and one of them has gone astray, does he not leave the ninety-nine on the mountains and go in search of the one that went astray? 13And if he finds it, truly, I say to you, he rejoices over it more than over the ninety-nine that never went astray. 14So it is not the will of my Father who is in heaven that one of these little ones should perish.
	15“If your brother sins against you, go and tell him his fault, between you and him alone. If he listens to you, you have gained your brother. 16But if he does not listen, take one or two others along with you, that every charge may be established by the evidence of two or three witnesses. 17If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church. And if he refuses to listen even to the church, let him be to you as a Gentile and a tax collector. 18Truly, I say to you, whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven. 19Again I say to you, if two of you agree on earth about anything they ask, it will be done for them by my Father in heaven. 20For where two or three are gathered in my name, there am I among them.”
 
820 My Soul, Now Praise Your Maker

Offering Hymn: 522 Lord God, to Thee We Give All Praise

Distribution Hymns: 797 Praise the Almighty
622 Lord Jesus Christ, You Have Prepared

Hymn to Depart: 725 Children of the Heavenly Father

Acknowledgments
Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2026 Concordia Publishing House.







NEWS AND NOTES SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 6th 

Today’s ALTAR FLOWERS are given to the glory of the Lord by Carleen Magelitz in recognition of the first anniversary of Danny’s death on September 6, 2026.  May the Lord bless this family during this trying time.

Today’s RADIO BROADCAST is given to the glory of the Lord by memorials given to the Radio Broadcast in memory of Rob Maschhoff.  May the Lord bless this family during this trying time.

WEDNESDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY:  With Pastor Schultz at 10 am.  Join us in building 
upon the solid rock of Christ together.

LAY MEN’S CONFESSIONS STUDY:  Join us for a joint study of the Book of Concord.  We
meet monthly at the Mathis house in Arenzville for study and beer at 6:30 pm.  Our next meeting 
is September 18th .  

SUNDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY:  Starting Sunday in Bible Study we will be studying in
Large Catechism provided by a wonderful donor.  Please plan on attending and Thank you

WEDNESDAY EVENING PRAYER SERVICE & CONFIRMATION: During September,   Wednesday evening service will start at 5:30 and it will be an evening prayer service and confirmation instructions.  Mark your calendars and plan on attending.  Thank you

COMMITTEE MEETINGS: Committee meetings will be held on Tuesday, September 8th at 6:30 pm Please mark your calendars.  Thank you

LOOKING FOR USHERS:  We are looking to start a schedule of Ushers.  We appreciate all who have assisted and are looking for more.  We would like to get 15 gentlemen to be on a rotating schedule for Ushers.  If you would like to participate, please contact Chris Haschemeyer at 217-556-8217 phone/text or let the office know.  We hope to get it all together and spread the responsibility around.  

CONSTRUCTION: Progress is being made on the construction.  We appreciate all your patience and understanding during this time.  Keep us in your prayers





THANK YOU:  A huge thanks to all the volunteers who helped deliver Doorbell Dinners during the very hot/humid week of Aug31-Sept4. The following who made our clients happy were Jane Henderson, Diana Monroe, Elaine Jarman, Nicole and Aaron Massey, Darin Gehrke, Paul Reither, Lisa Galloway, Ruth Werries, Lucille Hannel, Beth Schaefer, Joy Reitsma, and Salem Middle School students. If you would like to help with this program that assists individuals in our community, please contact Rita Tendick at 217-473-5017. Our next assigned week will be December 7-11.

STEINACHER PICNIC:  PLEASE MARK YOUR CALENDARS: The annual Steinacher picnic will be held on Saturday, September 12th starting at 3:30 pm with dinner starting at 5:30 pm.  Please bring a dish to share and lawn chairs to enjoy the outdoors.  The address is 2629 Woodson-Franklin Blacktop.  Any questions, please contact Deborah Steinacher at (217)370-0581.  Please plan on attending.  Thank you!

LWML ZONE RALLY: The LWML Zone Rally was reported that it would be here at Salem on Wednesday, September 9th.  There has been a change, it will be held in Quincy on Tuesday, September 8th.  

LABOR DAY HOLIDAY:  Monday, September 7th is Labor Day.  There is no school and the office will be closed.

MICHAELMAS AT ST. JOHN'S IN BEARDSTOWN:  You are invited to join the Jacksonville Circuit for a Festival Divine Service on the day of St. Michael and All Angels. Our own Bruce Engebrecht will be playing the organ at special request.  Date: September 29th (Tuesday) Location: St. John'sin Beardstown, IL Meal: 5:30 p.m. Divine Service: 6:30 p.m.
All are welcome to gather for food, fellowship, and the gifts of Christ in Word and Sacrament as we celebrate this feast together.

MEN'S GOLF DAY - Sunday, October 4th , Time - Afternoon (Exact Time TBD) , 
Time - Afternoon (Exact Time TBD), Location - Jacksonville (Course TBD),              
Location - Jacksonville (Course TBD), Playing 9 Hole 4-Man Scramble                              
A registration sheet is on the bulletin board.  Any questions please contact Wade Mathis 217-690-2693.  More information to come, please mark your calendars         

2026 Illinois Valley Lutherans for Life Annual Nut Sale:  The Lutheran for Life Nut Sale will be happening September 13th through October 11th.  The order forms are in the Narthex.  Please consider purchasing some nuts.  Thank you



LEAP FUND: The Finance committee reports that our Leap Fund (payment for our mortgage) is in need of support.  Prayerfully consider.  Thank you

ALTAR FLOWER ACCOUNT:  The Finance committee has decided to create an Altar Flower Restricted Account.  This account can be donated to and will be used for the Sunday’s that we do not have anyone signed up for flowers.  Thank you


PRAYER LIST: Members and friends in need of prayer: Roberta Mckee, Carole Holt, Dwayne Middendorf, Bob Morris, Ron Hudec, Jack Watkins, Betty Knop, Peg Maschhoff, Linda Ginder, Sharon Wellenkamp, Mary Kessinger. Linda Aring.

Please contact the church office to be added/removed from the Prayer List




                                  SUNDAY, August 30th

                               Attendance		125
                               Communion           104

Operating	          $    6,607.39
Restricted	          $    3,995.13
                             Leap	                     $        25.00
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